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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION REQUIREMENT 

In an election requirement dated March 6, 2003, the Examiner required 
election of a single disclosed species under 35 U.S.C. § 121 for prosecution on the 
merits. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

Applicants provisionally elect the species of example 23, 




The claims readable thereon include claims 1, 2, 3 and 5 - 18. 



Applicants traverse the election of species requirement on the grounds that 
the Examiner has not shown that there would be a serious burden to examine all of 
the claimed species. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the full scope 
of the claimed invention be examined in this application without an election 
requirement. If the Examiner chooses to maintain the election requirement, 
however, and should the elected species be found allowable, Applicants expect the 
Examiner to continue to examine the full scope of the claimed subject matter to the 
extent necessary to determine the full scope of the patentability thereof, i.e., 
extending the search to the non-elected species, as is the duty of the Examiner 
according to M.P.E.P. § 803.02 and 35 U.S.C. § 121. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and 
charge any additional required fees to our deposit account 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 




FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: March 28, 2003 
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